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REMARKS 

In the Office Action, the Examiner objects to Claim 18 indicating that the recited term 
"said program" should be changed to "said instructions comprise the steps of. The Applicant is 
unclear as to the reasons for the Examiner's objection. The Applicant notes that the term "said 
program" is properly introduced previously at line 1. 

The Examiner also objects to Claims 23 and 24 indicating that they should be amended to 
read "the method of claim 22. . .". The Applicant thanks the Examiner for noting this discrepancy 
and hereby amends the indicated claims. 

The Examiner also rejects claims 1, 3-9 and 11-24 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Aristocrat Leisure Industries (WO 99/64997) in view of Buxton et al. (U.S. 
Patent No. 6,118,427). The Applicant notes that the application as amended by this paper to 
more clearly recite what the Applicant regards as the invention and more particularly now recites 
"A method of enhancing a screen display of a gaming machine, the method including: 

creating a background scene for a game screen of a spinning reel game, the 
background scene being indicative of at least one theme : 

creating a video representation of a plurality of spinning reels, each reel 
comprising a set of composite symbols defining active components of the spinning reel 
game which are spun up on the reels in a representation of a game play to provide for 
various combinations of the composite symbols, at least one of the combinations being a 
winning combination, the combinations resulting from each game play being indicated in 
the game screen by payline indicators and defined by paylines across the reels so that each 
combination consists of one composite symbol from each reel, w herein the composite 
symbols overlie the background scene and at least one of the composite symbols is 
thematically linked to the background scene, and wherein each composite symbol 
comprises a carrier portion and a game symbol portion, 

rendering at least the carrier portions of at least certain of the composite symbols 
transparent to enable the background scene to be viewed through the carrier portions, 
wherein the composite symbols of each reel are arranged end-to-end such that the carrier 
portions of the at least certain composite symbols define in combination a transparent reel 
strip portion through which the underlying background scene is viewable, and 
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if a said winning combination occurs in a game play of the spinning reel game, 
following the spinning up of combinations on the reels, indicating in the game screen the 
composite symbols that formed the winning combination, wherein at least one said 
winning combination comprises at least one composite symbol having a carrier portion 
that has been rendered transparent." (Claim 1 as currently amended. Similar 
amendments are made to the remaining independent claims). 

More particularly, the Applicant notes that the claimed invention includes forming a 
background scene indicative of a theme and wherein the composite game symbols and the 
background scene are thematically linked. As previously noted, the '997 reference fails to 
disclose creating a background scene, particularly one having any theme or content. Rather, the 
background in the '997 discloses a monochromatic palette on which the game symbols are 
displayed. This in no way can be considered to portray a "scene", particularly a scene having 
thematic relevance to the game symbols. 

As an example of a theme and thematic relationship between the background and the 
game symbols of the subject application, the Applicant respectfully notes that as an example 
Figure 3 illustrates a background of a castle or medieval palace. Figure 5 illustrates a plurality of 
composite game symbols having a transparent carrier portion and where the game symbols are 
thematically related to the castle or medieval palace theme. For example king, queen, and jack 
symbols as well as various exemplary coats of arms having a medieval heraldry theme in 
common with the castle background scene. The Applicant strongly believes that this 
combination of features is neither taught nor reasonably suggested by the combination of the 
'997 and Buxton references. 

Further, in the rejection, it appears that the Examiner may not be considering a payline 
indictor as distinguished from game symbols. The claims are amended by this paper to clearly 
separately identify the game symbols which are spun up to form various combinations some of 
which may constitute winning combinations of the game and separate payline indicators 
indicating one or more combinations of the separate game symbols. 

Further, the Applicant respectfully disputes the Examiner's assertion that the '997 
reference teaches transparent graphics, i.e., the foot step symbols which overlay the background 
graphics. More particularly, the Applicant notes that the footsteps are not actually transparent at 
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all, but rather define a plurality of two separate opaque foot print portions, e.g., an opaque heel 
portion and an associated opaque ball portion with a gap therebetween. Thus, rather than 
defining a transparent graphic, the Applicant believes that this embodiment of the '997 reference 
actually constitutes separate opaque graphics elements with a gap therebetween of undefined 
graphics rather than defined yet transparent graphics as in the subject application. 

The Applicant also disputes the Examiner's assertion of motivation to combine the '997 
reference with the teachings of transparency to be found in Buxton. As the displays of the '997 
reference lack a background scene behind the game symbols, there would be no motivation to 
make the game symbols transparent as there would be nothing of interest to see through any 
transparency. 

The Applicant believes that the addition of a true background scene for the game symbols 
and game symbols which are thematically linked with the background scene and which are 
partially rendered transparent such that the background scene can be viewed therethrough clearly 
constitutes an inventive step above and beyond obvious modifications of the '997 and Buxton 
references. Thus, the Applicant believes that the subject application as currently amended is 
patentable under the requirements of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) over the '997 reference, the Buxton 
reference, and the other art of record. 



-12- 



Appl. No. 
Filed 



10/072,401 
February 6, 2002 



SUMMARY 



The Applicant thus believes that the subject application is in a condition ready for 
allowance and respectfully requests prompt issuance of a notice of allowability. The Applicant 
believes that this paper fully addresses the objections and rejections made by the Examiner in the 
Office Action, however should there remain any further impediment to the allowance of this 
application that might be resolved by a telephone conference, the Examiner is respectfully 
requested to contact the Applicant's undersigned representative at the indicated telephone 
number. 

Please charge any additional fees, including any fees for additional extension of time, or 
credit overpayment to Deposit Account No. 11-1410. 



Respectfully submitted, 



KNOBBE, MARTENS, OLSON & BEAR, LLP 



Dated: August 4, 2006 




Agent of Record 



Customer No. 20,995 
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